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FOREWORD

Our forefathers built with sincerity. They built their churches of yesteryear
with what means they had. Mammoth structures were beyond them, thus they
built more simply. They loved their churches and what they represented. This
was a place set apart to worship God, find spiritual joy, and peace in living a life
of faith in a Divine Being.

Truly they believed “Upon this rock I will build my church, and the gates of
hell shall not prevail against it.”

St. Matthew, 16:18

I make no apoligies for inclusions, omissions or mistakes.

Information was gleaned from personal knowledge, contacts with church
members, church bulletins, Association minutes, recorded records and
newspaper articles. Every effort has been made to make this book as authentic
and complete as possible.

It represents a labor of Love and Humility. If anyone after reading it has
become more aware of the sacrifice of our Savior, and their belief in HIM is made
stronger then I have fullfilled my mission.



THANKS

In compiling and preparing material on the Churches of Wayne County,
Iowa, credit has been given to each writer and photographer when known. I
sincerely thank all for their kindly help and suggestions, with a specail thank you
to Mrs. Virgil Black and Miss Helen Richard. And to Mrs. June Hellyer and her
assistant Mrs. Ola Whitlock of the Recorders Office for their kindness and

patience. Also to the Baptist Convention and the Presbyterian Synod for loan of
material.

Ortha Green.



STATISTICS

of
Wayne County Churches
Listed in the Historical Atlas of Iowa, pub. 1875

“This is all denominations. There were 50 organizations with seven
denominations, - Baptists 12, -Christian 4, - Congregational 1, - United Brethern
4, - Catholic 1, - Presbyterian 3, - Methodists 25. Edifices 15.”

From that time until 1963 we find there have been 85 churches with 16
different denominations. Thirty-seven churches have gone out of existence, leav-
ing 48 churches with only eleven denominations which are active and hold ser-
vices, each in its own church.

To-day there are 12 Methodist, 11 Christian, 9 Baptist, 4 Assembly of God, 2
United Brethren, 1 Latter Day Saints, 1 Presbyterian, 1 Bible Church, 1 Jehovah
Witness, 1 Nazarene, 1 Pentecostal and 4 are Non-denominational.

Sixty-one people have written Histories and several others furnished bits of
information. Fourteen Photographers have taken pictures and there are several
pictures by unknown photographers. Four Poets have fitting poems included to
make reading more interesting.



FIRST CHURCH MEETING IN

WAYNE COUNTY

by
Mrs. Lola Cherry

The first religious services ever held in Wayne county, lowa, so far as can be
learned with any certainty, were held by Rev. Joseph Sullivan, at the home of his
son, H.P. Sullivan, who lived about one and one-half miles east of the present
town of Lineville, Iowa, early in December 1840.

Rev. Sullivan was a Methodist minister who was born in Kentucky Dec. 15,
1792. His wife was Narcissy Duncan, sister of H.P. Duncan, who later came to
Iowa. Rev. Sullivan arrived at the home of his son on Nov. 4, 1840. After a month
here he made arrangements for the meetings to be held at his son’s home. Rev.
Sullivan attended and assisted at nearly all the meetings in that vicinity. Those
trips were, of course on horseback, and “‘Riding the Circuit” had its difficulties as
at that time in 1840 there were no bridges in the country and no regular roads as
we know them, just trails. Rain storms made it necessary to swim the streams,
and severe winter blizzards were equally troublesome. Yet in spite of all these
drawbacks, they persisted and much credit should be and is given to these early
ministers.

Note:

This article appeared in the Times Republican 1936.



