
UAWA - TOLAGA BAY

A UNIQUE HISTORY

Nau mai, haere mai ki Uawa-nui-a-Ruamatua  -
welcome to Tolaga Bay, where the Uawa River meets
Te Moana-nui-a-Kiwa - the great Pacific Ocean. We
trust that these historical notes will help you
understand more about the rich heritage of Maori
and Pakeha in this place, and link our history to
the landscape around you.

Uawa has long been a place where knowledge has
been sought, as shown in these words from the
closing verse of the waiata Nga Pu Wananga kei Te
Po. This song commemorates the contribution that
whare wânanga (schools of learning) made to the
retention and maintenance of Maori knowledge.

Na Hingangaroa ko Te Rawheoro
Te whare whaimana ki Te Tairawhiti
Toi whakairo Toi matauranga
Ka tipu te whaihanga ki Uawa

Hingangaroa established Te Rawheoro
The most prestigious wananga on the Eastern seaboard
Artistic excellence and knowledge
Arts and crafts flourished in Uawa

Te Rawheoro at Uawa was the most important of a
number of whare wananga on the East Coast. Estab-
lished in the sixteenth century by Hingangaroa, the
father of Hauiti, it specialised in the visual arts, along-
side the traditional learning of whakapapa (geneal-
ogy) and karakia (spiritual incantations) Te Rawheoro
was particularly noted for the quality and style of
whakairo (wood carving) Te Rawheoro attracted stu-
dents to the Uawa area for over twelve generations,
the last tohunga being Rangiuia in the mid-nineteenth
century. Te Rawheoro is remembered and honoured
today in the name of Te Rawheoro Marae.

The cover photo taken in the early 1900s shows the
wharenui  at Te Rawhero, with two women’s rowing teams
on the Uawa River
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1769 - STRANGERS FROM AFAR
CAPTAIN JAMES COOK AND TUPAIA

Te Aitanga-a-Hauiti welcomed Captain James Cook on H.M.S
Endeavour to Uawa in October 1769. following Cook’s
exploration of eastern coastline of the North Island as far
south as Cape Turnagain. Cook’s crew initially landed at
Anaura Bay and were well-received, observing large
cultivated areas where taro, yams and gourds were growing
in profusion.  Unable to continue loading barrels of much-
needed water due to a heavy surf, Cook was guided south
by Maori to a  small bay  on the southern side of Tolaga
Bay.This place is now known as Cook’s Cove.

Relations at Turanganui (Gisborne) had been marked by
misunderstandings and violence, resulting in the  deaths
of two Maori men, and Cook’s naming of that place Poverty
Bay “because it afforded us no one thing we wanted.” The
situation at Uawa was quite different. Here Cook was able
to obtain water and firewood, and  observe the new land
and its people first-hand.

The Raiatean chief and priest Tupaia on board the
Endeavour played a key role, as he was he able to
understand sufficient Maori to translate for Cook and his
crew. Tupaia’s high religious standing and artistic training
enabled him to make keen observations of local Maori,
and to give some interpretation of the presence of the
white-skinned strangers in their “floating island“ to the
tangata whenua. Although no names of local Maori are
given in the journals of Cook and his crew, it is likely that
Whakatatare-o-te-Rangi was the chief described in the
journals by Cook and others.

Scientists Joseph Banks and Daniel Solander collected
specimens of trees and plants previously unknown in
Europe. This included harakeke or flax (Phormium tenax),
which became so very important for trade in the early 19th
century. Artists Sydney Parkinson and Hermann Sporing
made a series of keenly-observed drawings, many of which
were later published. Cook noted that whilst there was
evidence of fortified pa  on many of the surrounding hills,
these appeared to be in disrepair, and that the people
were living in peace.

Captain Cook did not make a return visit to Tolaga Bay.
Captain Tobias Furneaux called briefly at Cook’s Cove for
supplies and to make repairs to his ship Adventure in
November 1773 as part of Cook’s second voyage.

NGA WA O MUA
TE AITANGA-A-HAUITI -- TANGATA WHENUA
Maori have lived in the Uawa district from at least the
13th century, with lineage from Maui-tiki-tiki-o-rangi and
Paikea in far-off Hawaiki. The local iwi, Te Aitanga-a-Hauiti,
assert their own distinctive identity. They are closely
related to their northern neighbours, Ngati Porou, and
to the iwi of the Poverty Bay area, including
Rongowhakaata and Te Aitanga-a-Mahaki.

Te Aitanga-a-Hauiti take their name from the chief Hauiti,
who lived in the sixteenth century. He was the youngest
of three sons of the great  tohunga Hingangaroa, the
founder of Te Rawheoro whare wananga. Hauiti’s mother
was Iranui, the sister of Kahungunu. Hauiti expelled his
older brothers from the Uawa district after a long dispute.
His son Kahukuranui consolidated the mana of Hauiti’s
descendants through the conquest of neighbouring Ngati
Ira, and a series of  strategic marriages. Te Aitanga-a-
Hauiti dominated from the Turanganui River at Gisborne
north through to Tokomaru Bay.

The fertile soils of the river flats and some almost frost-
free locations allowed a wide range of crops to be grown.
Rich coastal food resources and the birds of inland forest
areas meant that a large population was supported in a
series of coastal and inland kainga (villages) with fortified
pa and food storage pits on the hilltops. Te Aitanga-a-
Hauiti engaged in sea voyages, being well known for
their highly decorated waka taua (war canoes).

Cross-cultural interchange at Uawa - Joseph Banks trades
Tahitian bark-cloth for koura (crayfish) as painted by the
Raiatean tohunga Tupaia  1769.

HISTORY IN ROAD SIGNS

Te Aitanga-a-Hauiti tupuna are honoured in Hauiti
road names with Hauiti,  Whakatatare, Hinekura
and Rangiuia (along with Te Kani-a-Takirau and Wi
Kingi Hori on roads shown on the survey maps)

The streets of  Tolaga Bay township commemorate
Cook’s voyages to New Zealand - gentlemen and
officers: Monkhouse, Solander, Banks, Forster,
Parkinson, Gore, Furneaux and, of course, Cook
himself, and his ships;  Endeavour, Resolution,
Discovery and Adventure

Why TOLAGA BAY?
Is it the same as UAWA?

Captain James Cook named this place Tolaga
Bay, but what he heard and wrote down as Tolaga
remains unclear. The spellings Tologo, Tolago
and Tologa have all been used. Buckley was the
official name of the township from the mid 1890s
but never caught on, except on Government
maps and in the name of the two banks. But the
post office remained as Tolaga Bay, and the name
was officially gazetted in 1924.

Uawa-nui-a-Ruamatua is the ancient name for the
Uawa river, commemorating an early tupuna (an-
cestor). The river takes the name Uawa from
below the confluence of two major tributaries,
the Hikuwai and Mangatokerau, just above the
limit of the tide at Mangatuna. The river was navi-
gable for over 10 miles to Wharekaka until the
disasterous floods of 1916-1917.

Uawa is the name used by Maori for this district,
and also by early missionaries, traders and sur-
veyors. The county council formed in 1919 took
the name Uawa. When Gisborne District Council
was established in 1988, the name Uawa was
revived for the new ward covering the Tolaga
Bay and Whangara districts.

Some clubs and organisations use Uawa - and
others, Tolaga Bay. Uawa FM was the natural
choice for the name of the local radio station
launched in 2003.

Produced for Tolaga Bay Information Centre and
Uawa FM 88.5, 99.3, Cook Street, Tolaga Bay

by Rakopu Press, P.O. Box 14,Tolaga Bay.
 Researched and written by Stephen Donald.

Cooks Cove Walkway is situated at the southern
end of Tolaga Bay. Take the Wharf Road turnoff
from State Highway 35, 2km south of Tolaga
Bay township.
Information on the walkway and other sites of
interest in Uawa district are available from Uawa
FM Media Centre, Cook Street, Tolaga Bay. Drawing of carved taurapa (prow) made by Herman Sporing

on Pourewa Island, 1769
Media Centre



SHEEP FARMING’S LONG REIGN
Cattle, sheep, horses, wheat (and gorse) were introduced in the 1840s by the missionary Baker. The first sheep farmer was
trader Captain Glover, who leased 500 acres of Uawa river flats in 1856 from his wife’s hapu.  He had 400 sheep in 1863.
Glover sold the lease to Andrew Reeves in 1866. In the scramble by Hawke’s Bay capitalists to position themselves on East
Coast land following the 1865 war, Rhodes and Locke leased Paremata and Mangaheia No.1 in 1867 as a sheep run.
Edward Murphy bought their lease in 1873 and lived at Taharangi, opposite Reeves’ Ihunui homestead.

By 1877 the principal flock owners were: Edward Murphy, Paremata & Mangaheia No.1 (9045); Andrew Reeves, Uawa
(3820); Robert Noble, Takapau  & Broadlands (3270); F.E Tatham, Anaura (3025); Edward Robson, Koukoutieki &
Mangaheia No.2 (2030); Henri Loisel, Puatai (3850) and Henry Wallace, Whangara (8160).

Maori and Pakeha in the Uawa district  were farming over 213,000 sheep by 1900. Cook County chairman James
MacFarlane topped the list, running 22,000 sheep on Takapau station. Numbers increased as further land was cleared and
developed.  The dairy factory opened in 1912 at Hauiti, ending the dominance of sheep in the district.

Wool was shipped from coastal beaches and later through the Uawa river port, with a dumping shed and jetty at Hauiti. The
opening of the Tolaga Bay wharf in 1929 enabled the direct shipment of Tolaga Bay produce to overseas markets.

1860-1920 A SHIFTING BALANCE
ARMED CONFLICT, LAND, SETTLERS

The East Coast tribes had little direct involvement in the
Taranaki and Waikato wars of 1860-64, but there was some
sympathy for those who opposed the Government forces.
When emissaries of the Pai Marire faith arrived in early
1865, iwi and hapu were divided as to whether they should
support or condemn the new religion. People from Uawa
fought on both sides when war broke out on the East Coast
in June 1865,  although the actual fighting came no closer
than the engagements at Pukepapa and Tahutahupo, be-
tween Mangatuna and Tokomaru Bay in August. In late
September, Henare Potae’s pa at Te Mawhai was attacked
during his absence in Poverty Bay, a group of old men,
women and whalers successfully defending the position.
A number of Pai Marire refugees from Uawa escaped
through the hills to join Te Aitanga-a-Mahaki camped at
Waerenga-a-hika in Poverty Bay. Most had returned home
before the siege of November 1865, but some Te Aitanga-
a-Hauiti were exiled to the Chatham Islands in 1866.

Te Kooti Arikirangi , with a small armed group, came through
from near Matawai to Uawa in August 1870, attempting to
gain support for his cause amongst Te Aitanga-a-Hauiti.
Coming less than two years after the killings at Matawhero,
this visit caused much alarm in Gisborne, and resulted in
Major Rapata Wahawaha’s Ngati Porou forces and soldiers
from Poverty Bay being shipped in to Tolaga Bay on the
paddle steamer Luna. Te Kooti failed in his aim and was
nearly captured at his Waihapua encampment at Takapau,
inland from Uawa. With Rapata in pursuit, Te Kooti escaped
through the mountains into the Urewera country. Huhana,
the wife of Te Kooti from Mangaheia, was captured.

Initial plans to confiscate all the Poverty Bay and East Coast
lands and award portions to “loyal” Maori following the war
were revoked for the area north of Gisborne, and some
years passed before there was any substantial alienation
of lands at Uawa. From 1874 the Native Land Court held
several sittings at Tolaga Bay, and some inland blocks were
bought by Government land purchasers. The 252 acre town-
ship site (initially with no river or sea frontage) was sold for
£505 to the Crown in March 1875, an acre west of
Mangarara creek having been earlier gifted for a school.

The Pakeha population in 1875 numbered 52, many of
whom had been resident for over 30 years and most had
children by their Maori wives. Regular steamer links and a
bridle track were established to Gisborne by decade’s end.
Older residents were soon joined by former militia and
seafarers, southern graziers and Auckland businessmen,
drawn by prospects of land and business. The first town-
ship sections were sold in November 1880.

The response to these pressures varied within Te Aitanga-
a-Hauiti. Some hapu and individuals embraced the oppor-
tunity to engage further with the Pakeha world, leasing their
land or taking upsheep farming in their own right. Whilst
some land was sold willingly, in many cases the process of
the Native Land Court or the actions of unscrupulous deal-
ers meant that land was often sold under duress.

Having observed the problems of land loss in Poverty Bay,
most of the owners of the Paremata and Mangaheia No.1

blocks (25,000 acres) put their land under the New Zea-
land Native Land Settlement Company in 1882. Founded
by Gisborne lawyer, W.L. Rees, and Te Aitanga-a-Mahaki
chief, Wiremu Pere, the intention was to preserve corpo-
rate Maori ownership, whilst developing the land for farm-
ing and settlement. But poor economic conditions and
increasing company debt resulted in the scheme’s failure.
In 1891 the creditors forced the sale of over 15,000 acres
of Mangaheia No.1, and it appeared likely by the early
1900s that Paremata would also be sold. Following the
passing of the East Coast Native Trust Lands Act in 1903,
3000 acres were sold outright to clear the debts on
Paremata and other blocks in the scheme, and 2380 acres,
which included Titirangi, the sacred mountain of Te Aitanga-
a-Hauiti, offered for lease.  The balance of Paremata was
farmed by the East Coast Commission, and further land
under the Commission’s management was subdivided for
lease on what is now Paroa Station. These lands were re-
turned to the beneficial owners’ control in 1951, and are
successfully farmed today by the Hauiti and Mangaheia
2D Incorporations.

The new century brought further changes. The Crown
bought 10,500 acres of Takapau Station in 1903 and sub-
divided the land into 17 farms as part of the Liberal Gov-
ernment policy to break up big estates. Other settlement
schemes followed, including some smaller subdivisions
of leasehold Maori land, and the Paremata and Wharekaka
soldier’s settlements after World War I. All of these initia-
tives attracted settlers from outside the area, shifting the
balance of land ownership and control of resources within
two generations.

SOME HISTORY AT A GLANCE - HOTELS, HOLIDAYS, HORSES AND HEROISM
The Pahura (later Tolaga) Hotel was opened by trader and sheepfarmer Captain W.H. Glover in 1866 on land granted by Karauria
Pahura on the present school site . Diagonally opposite stood Micky Mullooly’s Sea View Hotel from 1873, with the Ferry Hotel at
Hauiti in the 1880s. Hotels were opened in the 1870s on the coastal bridle track at Waitotara (the Gable End), Kaiaua (the Tohetohe
at Waiokahu, operated by Himiona Te Kani) and at Marahea (variously operated by J.S. Lincoln and H.  McClutchey). The wharenui
Te Kani-a-Takirau, built by Patara Rangi, stood on the Wairoro block opposite the hotel, and was opened with much ceremony in
1880. A special sailing of the steamer Rosina brought Maori and Pakeha visitors from Gisborne for the occasion, avoiding the
arduous horse ride.

Coaches were running to Tolaga Bay by the early 1890s, taking up to 11 hours to complete the journey from Gisborne, mostly along
the beaches. Service was extended to Tokomaru Bay and Waipiro in 1902 when the inland road up the Hikuwai river valley was
opened, the old coastal track via Kaiaua and Anaura being unsuitable to upgrade for wheeled traffic. Hotels at Pakarae and Arero,
with an overnight stop at Tolaga, serviced the coaching trade. The last coach ran in the winter of 1925.

Horse races were held in Tolaga Bay township in 1876. A new track was laid out on Andrew Reeves’ station at Mangaopeka in the
1880s.  A new racecourse was opened on Eric Loisel’s leasehold dairy unit on the opposite bank in 1921, with road access provided
by a newly constructed suspension bridge over the Mangaheia river. Beach races at Kaiaua began in the 1960s.

The treacherous Uawa River mouth has claimed many victims. In 1885 Sarah and Maggie Harvey, along with their 2-year old nephew
Clement Finlay (son of  Richard Finlay, licensee of Sea View Hotel) were drowned when their rowboat overturned on the bar. In 1887
Mrs  Rachel Kirk, and her three children, the youngest a month-old baby, were lost when transferring from the S.S. Australia. Ropihana
Hautapu and Joe James were also drowned. Rawiri Tautau, Samuel Gilman and Harry Glover were lucky to escape drowning in the
heavy sea.  Constable Martin Stagpoole was promoted to sergeant for his part in the rescue attempt.

1818-1860 TIMES OF TRANSITION
MUSKETS, MISSIONARIES, TRADE

Nga Puhi from the Far Northof New Zealand were the first
Maori to be armed with muskets. They made a series of
devastating raids on the East Coast after 1818, reaching
beyond Uawa as far as Mahia. In 1823, Te Kani-a-Takirau,
by then the acknowledged leader of Te Aitanga-a-Hauiti,
enlisted the help of Te Wera Hauraki, the Nga Puhi chief
resident at Mahia, in settling scores with his Tokomaru Bay
neighbours. Te Kani succeeded to the mana of his maternal
grandmother, Hinematioro and his paternal grandfather,
Te Whakatatare-o-te-rangi. For the people of the East Coast
he was the converging point of important descent lines.
Alarmed by the disasterous effects of warfare, he used his
mana and skills to negotiate and mediate, rather than force
of arms, to settle disputes.

Te Kani-a-Takirau carefully managed the visit of the French
corvette L’Astrolabe with her captain, Dumont D’Urville in
1827, trading in pigs and potatoes for prized iron tools.
Having made peace with his northern neighbours, Te
Whanau-a-Ruataupare, Te Kani encouraged them to settle
on the northern side of the Uawa River and engage in the
flax trade. Joel Polack spent three months at Uawa repairing
his storm-damaged cutter in 1835, and observed Te Kani’s
leadership. He noted that nails traded by Cook were still
treasured items, and Tupaia was well remembered.  Acutely
aware of rivalries, Te Kani allocated the trader George White
(also known as Barnet Burns, the tattooed Pakeha) to those
living on the northern side of the river, whilst  another,
Ferris, traded on the south bank. Robert Espie and his
wife, Ani Kato, lived at Uawa in the mid 1830s with the
Tokomaru group before establishing Te Mawhai whaling
station in 1839.

Anglican missionaries first visited the East Coast in January
1834, but did not call at Tolaga Bay. The Christian message
was spread amongst the coastal tribes by Piripi Taumata-a-
kura and others who were returned in 1834 to the Waiapu
area from captivity amongst Nga Puhi by the Rev’d William
Williams. When in January 1838, Williams, with William
Colenso, visited Uawa, 200 people assembled for prayers.
Keen to gain the benefits brought by the missionaries, Te
Kani soon invited Ngakuku, a catechist from Tauranga, to
teach at Uawa. Te Kani’s relatives, the teachers Wiremu
Hekapo and Maria,  along with Ngakuku, paved the way at
Uawa for Williams’ visits from his Turanga station after 1840.

In January 1843, Charles and Hannah Baker arrived at
Uawa to set up the mission station at Taumata-a-kuri,
on low-lying land close to the river mouth. The Bakers
were not ideally suited to life in an isolated mission
outpost. They were very critical of their Maori neighbours
and engaged in frequent disputes with the small
community of Pakeha tradesmen and traders living
under Te Kani’s protection. But the mission flourished,
as much through the careful patronage of Te Kani as by
Baker’s evangelistic efforts, although the chief himself
was never baptised. In 1848, Te Kani gave permission
for a new house to be built on drier ground near the
site of Paretenohonoa, the former pa at Wairoro.

When the Bakers left in 1851, Te Kani moved into their
house. Approached by Donald McLean to sell land at
Turanganui for a settlement, and invited into leadership by
the growing Kingitanga movement, Te Kani-a-Takirau
refused on both counts. Neither had he assented to the
Treaty of Waitangi when asked to do so by Williams in May
1840. Two signatories from Te Aitanga-a-Hauiti, Rangiuia
and Parekahika, had signed at his house at Uawa. Te Kani
died in 1856, leaving no direct heirs, his son Te Waikari
predeceasing him without issue. His chiefly mana passed
to Hirini Tuahine Te Kani-a-Takirau, the son of the Turanga
chief, Rawiri Te Eketuoterangi. Te Kani’s cousin, Karauria
Pahura, was pledged to provide protection for Te Aitanga-
a-Hauiti at Uawa.

By the 1850s the Maori economy was booming. Several
hapu of Te Aitanga-a-Hauiti were growing wheat for the
burgeoning Auckland market, and transporting pigs and
other produce in their own schooners. Whilst Pakeha traders
and whalers had lived along the coast between Tokomaru
Bay and Whangara from the late 1830s, their access to
land and resources was at the behest of Maori, who were
very much in control of the situation within the Uawa district.

 Photo in Auckland Weekly News shows the Tolaga Bay Ewe Fair 1917, Rangiuia Road saleyards, Hauiti

FURTHER READING AND RESOURCES
Books  Tolaga Bay - a history of the Uawa district (ed. John
Laurie), and Historic Poverty Bay (J.A. MacKay) both are out of
print. H.B. Williams Memorial Library, Gisborne, has copies,
along with other resources; Many Roads from Hauiti by Sam
(G.L.A.) Donald (early 20th century) available locally.
Internet   Tourism Eastland www.gisbornenz.com
 Tairawhiti Museum, Gisborne www.tairawhitimuseum.org.nz
holds artifacts, photos and documents

LOCAL GOVERNMENT - LOCAL EFFORTS
Uawa had some shortlived limited autonomy under the
Turanganui Roads Board formed in 1876.  Tolaga Bay was
finally given its own county council in 1919, after several at-
tempts at separation from Cook County.  Tolaga Bay Harbour
Board was responsible for building the wharf, opened in 1929.
Photo shows opening of  Uawa County Council chambers in
1922 (now Tolaga Bay Cashmere Company) with St
Andrew’sAnglican Church, built in 1913, in the background.


