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DEEP INTO THE 

NEW RIVER GORGE 
 

KAYMOOR 
Fayette County 

West Virginia 
 

by  

Gary B. Speck  
 

IT WAS A NICE, WARM 
day when we hiked along the wide, nearly level 

trail through typical West Virginia greenery.  It 

was dead quiet, except for the clusters of 

cicadas that quickly quieted as we approached.  

Far below us, we periodically heard the rumbling 

and clacking of trains hauling hidden cargo to 

unknown locations.  Our trail followed a former 

road midway between the canyon rim, and the 

bottom of the New River Gorge in the heart of 

southern West Virginia’s coal country. 

 

 
 

The New River is one of the few major American 

Rivers flowing in a south to north direction.  

Here about 38 AIR miles southeast of 

Charleston, and 18 miles northeast of Beckley, 

the New River rolls through a deep gorge that is 

most famous for the New River Gorge Bridge 

that stitches both rims of this deep canyon to 

 
 

each other.  It was constructed in 1977, some 

900’ above the New River and the CSX Railroad 

line that snakes along the river bank.  Worming 

their way along the bottom of the canyon, diesel 

engines strain to pull long lines of black-coated 

coal cars, all piled high with the black gold that 

keeps the wheels turning and the lights on.  As 

the present-day trains rumble their way up and 

down the river side trackage, the pervasive 

silence of the past envelops them.  Hidden along 

this same river and this same set of iron rails, 

tucked in amongst the tree-covered hollers or 

perched precariously on tree covered gorge 

slopes are the remains of countless coal camps.  

Most were company-owned, most are long 

forgotten.   

 

 
 

 

http://freepages.history.rootsweb.com/~gtusa/usa/wv.htm
mailto:gbspubs@gmail.com
http://www.nps.gov/neri/planyourvisit/upload/Tmap-Lansing-Fayetteville.pdf
http://www.nps.gov/neri/planyourvisit/upload/Tmap-Lansing-Fayetteville.pdf
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Despite the soft green appearance of the region 

from a distance, this is rugged country.  

Exploration can be tough, or it can be easy IF 

the proper preparations are made.  As most of 

the land is privately owned, please abide by any 

and all signage.  Please note that the railroad 

owns much of the bottomland, and it is posted.  

Snakes such as copperheads and timber 

rattlesnakes thrive here, but by walking 

carefully and heavily you can pretty much warn 

them of your coming.  Also, ticks are prevalent, 

poison ivy flourishes and cellphone/GPS 

reception is spotty at best. 

 

 
 

The first stop prior to exploring the gorge 

should be at the New River Gorge National River, 

Canyon Rim Visitor Center, just south of US 19, 

on the east side of the New River Bridge, 

northeast of the town of Fayetteville.  Maps, 

books and hiking information can all be obtained 

at the visitor center.  Some of the region’s 

former coal camps are car-accessible, but most 

can be reached by hiking the trails that lace 

together these forgotten coal mining camps.  

 

 

 
 

Our New River Gorge hike was to KAYMOOR, a 

six-part coal camp established in 1899 by the 

Low Moor Iron Company of Low Moor, Virginia, 

located 125 miles to the east. The Kaymoor 

complex consisted of a pair of coal mines about 

two miles apart and located on the Sewell Coal 

Seam.  In typical coal company manner, they 

were uncreatively named KAYMOOR #1 and 

KAYMOOR #2.  Most of the coal mined from 

these two mines was reduced to coke on site and 

shipped by train to the company’s iron furnaces 

in Virginia. Over production was subsequently 

sold on the open market.  The KAYMOOR #2 

mine was located just north of the New River 

Gorge Bridge, while the site of KAYMOOR #1 is 

well marked and accessible via a two-mile trail 

along fairly level terrain to the south, and 

midway between the top and bottom of the 

nearly one thousand-foot deep New River Gorge. 
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Each of the two mines had its own support camp 

perched on the lip of the gorge, and its own 

shipping centers along the railroad at the 

bottom along the west bank of the New River 

and along a secondary spur line of the 

Chesapeake and Ohio (C&O) Railway that was 

completed through the gorge in the 1880s.  Each 

mine complex consisted of an upper camp 

(KAYMOOR TOP), a lower camp (KAYMOOR 

BOTTOM), and the mid-level mine, for a total of 

six separate KAYMOOR communities.  Each of 

the two upper AND lower KAYMOOR camps had 

a school, stores and homes for the miners and 

their families. The upper camps were primarily 

residential, while the lower centers contained 

the railroad sidings, tipples and coking ovens, as 

well as some housing.  Workers accessed the 

mines either via long stairways or rode the 

trams. 

 

 

 
 

At the time of our visit, we ONLY visited the 

KAYMOOR #1 MINE and did not venture to 

either of the upper or lower camps, or look for 

remains of the KAYMOOR #2 MINE.  
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KAYMOOR #1 TOP was located at the top of 

the western canyon rim about 2.5 miles 

southeast of Fayetteville and northeast of 

Garten. At one time there were rows of homes, 

garages, Store #11, a water tank and the 

haulage house with 2200 feet of inclined tracks 

leading down to the mine and in down to 

KAYMOOR #1 BOTTOM.  The haulage house 

connected to the Monitor (the inclined 

“railroad”) that transported miners and other 

folks between the upper and lower camps and 

the mine. For those that didn’t want to ride the 

Monitor, stairs were also available.  Aerial 

photos show a number of buildings still standing 

in the community. 

 

 

 
 

 

KAYMOOR #1 MINE opened on August 23, 

1900, with the first coal being sent 1000 track-

feet down the 560’ gorge face on enclosed coal-

haulage cars that ran on a conveyor system 

between the mine headhouse and the tipple.   At 

the mine level, and centered around the 

headhouse, was a car barn, coal bin, equipment 

shed, fan house, lamp house, mine office, powder 

magazine, scales and a shop.  By the time the 

mine closed in 1962, it had produced nearly 17 

million tons of coal. 

 

 
 

KAYMOOR #1 BOTTOM was located between 

the C&O Railroad and the base of the gorge’s 

vertical face.  The C&O Railroad along the river, 

and between it and in that narrow sliver of land, 

some of the amenities included: a church (for 

whites only), a pump house and pump station, a 

school (for white kids), tennis courts and Store 
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#9 - the huge company store that also served as 

the post office and community center.  The 

Azure Theater showed movies on Tuesday, 

Thursday and Saturday. Located on the other 

side of the railroad, running up to the base of 

the hill were rows of company housing, homes 

for the store manager and the mine 

superintendent, a church and school for the 

African-American miners and their families, a 

theater, power house, tipple, a double bank of 

240 coke ovens, trestles, as well as haulage and 

“Monitor” tracks leading uphill.   

 

 

  

 

KAYMOOR #2 TOP faded out in the early 

1920s as demand for Low Moor Company’s iron 

declined. Store #12 and company housing were 

all located here.  It is probably located along the 

flat at the top of the gorge, on the northeast 

side of Fayetteville, northeast of the cemetery. 

 

KAYMOOR #2 MINE was only marginally 

profitable, and closed in 1926, a year after Low 

Moor sold the entire complex to the New River 

and Pocahontas Consolidated Coal and Coke 

Company (New River Pocahontas Co.). The #2 

Mine produced a total of about 540,000 tons of 

coal, much less than KAYMOOR #1 MINE.  It is 

located at about the same level as the #1 mine, 

and is just north of the New River Gorge Bridge.   

 

KAYMOOR #2 BOTTOM also faded in the early 

1920s when mining slowed at the KAYMOOR #2 

MINE.  Both Store #10 and the lower camp 

shut down in 1923. The power station, tipple and 

headhouse were located just downstream from 

the housing.  When the KAYMOOR #2 MINE 

closed in 1926, it was all over, and most of the 

remaining people moved over to the KAYMOOR 

#1 camps.  It is probably at or near what is 

marked as South Fayette on GNIS. 

 
 

The entire KAYMOOR property was company-

owned:  from 1899-1925 by the Low Moor Co., 

then from 1925-final closure in 1962 by the New 

River and Pocahontas Consolidated Coal and Coke 

Company.  In 1923 a survey of the coalfields was 

made, and the entire KAYMOOR complex was 

credited with 131 homes and 560 people.  Only 

78 of those homes had electricity, and 25 had 

running water.  Most were 34 feet square, board 
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and batten, four-room bungalows.  The rent 

varied from $5-8 per month.  

 

 
 

The most accessible part of the old KAYMOOR 

complex is the KAYMOOR #1 MINE.  As 

mentioned above, it is reached by an easy, fairly 

flat two-mile hiking trail from a tiny parking 

area, which is located on a sharp bend of the 

now-one-way Fayette Station Road (County Road 

82), which predates the New River Gorge Bridge 

route.  This road is former State Highway 82 

and crossed the river on the Tunny Hunsaker 

Bridge, a small, narrow bridge deep in the canyon 

bottom.  The hiking trail ends at the mine 

workings of KAYMOOR #1 MINE, with a half-

mile long, STEEP trail leading down to the site of 

the old camp of KAYMOOR #1 BOTTOM. In 

that half mile, the trail drops 1000 feet.  

 

Remember, going down is easy!  Coming back up… 

 

 
 

We did not go down, so I don’t know what if 

anything remains below.  However, I am told that 

ruins of coke ovens and many foundations and 

other building rubble remain. Even without the 

athletic expenditure, there is a lot to explore 

along the mine trail and at the KAYMOOR #1 

MINE site itself.  However, to really spend 

quality time exploring KAYMOOR, you need to 

allocate most of a day.  
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As always, when you visit, please abide by any 

posted signage, respect the rights of the 

property owners and always abide by the Ghost 

Towner's Code of Ethics. 

 

 

This is one of the towns featured in my most 

recent book, GHOST TOWNS: Yesterday & 

TodayTM. 

 

 

This was our Ghost Town of the Month  

for April 2015. 

 

 

LOCATION 

 

SITE NAME ELEV. LATITUDE LONGITUDE 
Kaymoor #1 Mine 1450’ 38.0476291 / 38° 02’ 52” N  -81.0660992 / 81° 04’ 00” W 

Kaymoor #1 Bottom  

(Residential area listed in GNIS as plain KAYMOOR) 

896’ 38.0501113 / 38° 03’ 00” N -81.0548225 / 81° 03’ 17” W 

Kaymoor #1 Top 1837’ 38.0417779 / 38° 02’ 30” N -81.0737120 / 81° 04’ 25” W 

Kaymoor #2 Mine  

(on N side of NRG Bridge - GNIS calls it MINE) 

1450’ 38.0674835 / 38° 04’ 03” N  -81.0862325 / 81° 05’ 11” W  

Kaymoor #2 Bottom  

(At or near South Fayette - shown) 

896’ 38.0653885 / 38° 03’ 55” N  -81.0806571 / 81° 04’ 50” W  

Kaymoor #2 Top  

(At or near end of Kaymoor #3 Rd. NEC of Fayetteville) 

1760’ 38.0630959 / 38° 03’ 46” N  -81.0891422 / 81° 05’ 22” W  

New River Gorge Bridge 1850’ 38.0687217 / 38° 04’ 07” N -81.0826017 / 81° 04’ 57” W 

New River Gorge Nat’l Riv. Canyon Rim Visitor’s Center 1850’ 38.0700949 / 38° 04’ 12” N -81.0758467 / 38° 04’ 33” N 

 
Visit Ghost Town USA’s West Virginia Ghost Town Pages 

 
* * * 

Also visit: Ghost Town USA’s 

Home Page | Site Map | Ghost Town Listings | On-the-Road Again 

http://freepages.history.rootsweb.com/~gtusa/ethics.htm
http://freepages.history.rootsweb.com/~gtusa/ethics.htm
http://freepages.books.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~gtusa/gty&t.htm
http://freepages.books.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~gtusa/gty&t.htm
http://freepages.history.rootsweb.com/~gtusa/usa/wv.htm
http://freepages.history.rootsweb.com/~gtusa/index.htm
http://freepages.history.rootsweb.com/~gtusa/sitemap.htm
http://freepages.history.rootsweb.com/~gtusa/usa.htm
http://freepages.history.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~gtusa/ontheroad.pdf
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Photo Gallery | Treasure Legends 

CURRENT Ghost Town of the Month | PAST Ghost Towns of the Month 

Ghost Towner's Code of Ethics | Publications | Genealogy | License Plate Collecting 

  

A few LINKS to outside webpages: 

Ghost Towns | Treasure Hunting | License Plate Collecting | Genealogy 

  
*** 

 

gbspubs at roadrunner (dot) com  

  

*** 
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http://freepages.history.rootsweb.com/~gtusa/photos.htm
http://freepages.history.rootsweb.com/~gtusa/treasure.htm
http://freepages.history.rootsweb.com/~gtusa/gtom.htm
http://freepages.history.rootsweb.com/~gtusa/gtom-index.htm
http://freepages.history.rootsweb.com/~gtusa/ethics.htm
http://freepages.books.rootsweb.com/~gtusa/gbspubs.htm
http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.com/~gtusa/garys-roots.htm
http://freepages.misc.rootsweb.com/~gtusa/licplates.htm
http://freepages.misc.rootsweb.com/~gtusa/links/ghost-town.htm
http://freepages.misc.rootsweb.com/~gtusa/links/treasure.htm
http://freepages.misc.rootsweb.com/~gtusa/links/licplates.htm
http://freepages.misc.rootsweb.com/~gtusa/links/genealogy.htm

