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Dreibelbis Station began life as a tiny 

agricultural settlement with a wooden, open-framed saw mill, located near a 

ford on Maiden Creek. The saw mill was still standing in 1992, but was just 

foundations by 2006.   

 
 

In 1850, Manassas Drelbelbis built a mortared fieldstone and lumber, 2½ 

story mill against the north side of the smaller saw mill.  It was built to 

process linseed oil from flax seeds. In 1862 it was converted into a clover 

mill, where dried clover flowers were processed to remove the seeds. 

 

 

In late 1869, a 16’ wide by 172’ long 

covered bridge was built over the creek, 

with most of the boards cut at the 

Dreibelbis Mill from wood packed in by 

mule teams.  It is one of five remaining 

(out of 45 original) covered bridges in 

Berks Co. 
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A railroad station was built in the budding town in 1874, when the Schuylkill and Lehigh 

Railroad built its line down the east bank of Maiden Creek, establishing a station at the 

little town.  Today, both the station building and the railroad are gone. 

 

The mill was eventually converted into a grist mill with an apple butter cooker, and it 

operated until 1962.  

 

On the west side of the creek, near the west portal of the bridge, an ice house was built in 

the early 1900.  Ice was cut from the frozen creek in the winter and covered with sawdust 

from the saw mill to keep it until needed. It was demolished when the state highway was 

built. 

 

At the time of our visit in April 2010, there were several old houses, the bridge, saw mill 

foundations and the semi-collapsed grist mill marking the old community of Dreibelbis 

Station.  The leaning old mill building won’t be long for the world, as the fieldstone section 

was pretty much a goner, as was the second floor work area supported by that wall.  

 
  

 
LOCATION: 

 Latitude: 40.5546970 / 40° 33’ 17” N 
 Longitude: -75.8798070 / 75° 52’ 47” W 
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Visit Ghost Town USA’s PENNSYLVANIA Ghost Town Pages 

  

Also visit: Ghost Town USA’s 
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Ghost Towner's Code of Ethics | Publications | Genealogy | License Plate Collecting 

 

A few LINKS to outside webpages: 

Ghost Towns | Treasure Hunting | License Plate Collecting | Genealogy 
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