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to the east of the Oregon portion of the 

Cascade Range and south of the Columbia 

River is the Columbia Plateau, a 

forgotten land of dry, rolling grassland, 

forests and hoodoos hiding scores of 

seldom-visited ghost and near-ghost 

towns.  We have already featured KENT 

and SHANIKO on this site, and to those 

two, we will add a third little ghost town 

hidden deep in “Forgotten Oregon.”   

 

The best way to visit this ghost town-

rich land is to head east from Portland 

on I-84 to Biggs Junction, a tiny but 

BUSY highway junction.  Turn to the 

south and follow US Highway 97 through 

Moro, which is Oregon’s smallest county 

seat with a 2010 population of 324.   

Next up is Grass Valley with its 164 folks 

(2010).  However, neither of these tiny 

towns are our goal.  13 miles south of 

Grass Valley is KENT, a wonderful little 

ghost town that served as our Ghost 

Town of the Month for December 2010, 

but we need to continue further south, 

through SHANIKO (Our May 2004 

Ghost Town of the Month.)   

 

 

 

 

 

In Shaniko, take the SH 218 turnoff 

about eight miles to Antelope. You will 

wind down from the plateau and through 

the hollows and when the highway slides 

out of the last turn, Main Street 

Antelope lies right in front of you.   

 

 
 

In 1862, Henry H. Wheeler established 

the Antelope Stage Station on the gold 

mine road between Canyon City and The 

Dalles.  A year later he sold his interest 

and by 1870, the new owner, Howard 

Maupin had added a blacksmith, store 

and stockade.  In 1870, Maupin sold out 

to Nathan Wallace, who added a post 

office on August 7, 1871.  

 

 

 

http://freepages.history.rootsweb.com/~gtusa/usa/or.htm
mailto:gbspubs@gmail.com
http://freepages.history.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~gtusa/usa/or/kent.htm
http://freepages.history.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~gtusa/usa/or/shaniko.htm
http://freepages.history.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~gtusa/usa/or/kent.htm
http://freepages.history.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~gtusa/usa/or/shaniko.htm
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Antelope was an important stage stop 

until 1881, when the stage road was 

rerouted.  Rather than abandon the busy 

little settlement, Wallace packed up the 

town and moved a mile and a half west to 

the new road routing.  The old cemetery 

was left behind and a new one was 

established at the relocated town.  This 

site is located south of Bennett Road, 

along Antelope Creek, 1.5 miles northeast 

of present Antelope.  The cemetery still 

sits about 200 yards south of a bend in 

the road and south of the creek.  

Bennett Road is the name change from 

Union Street as it passes the newer 

cemetery in present-day Antelope. 

 

 
 

The new town added a few amenities, 

including a blacksmith, store, the Union 

House Hotel, and a community center 

called Tammany Hall.  It continued to 

grow, and by 1892 was a bonified boom 

town with a newspaper (the Antelope 
Herald) and a school in the works.  Four 

years later the population reached 170, 

and residents voted to incorporate.  The 

boardwalk lined main street had livery 

stables, three saloons (F.W. Silvertooth, 

McLennan & McBeth, and McKay & 

Tunny), several churches and rows of 

homes, as well as gas streetlamps.  

 

 

 

 
 

In the mid 1920s, US Highway 97 was 

pushed west through Shaniko, bypassing 

Antelope, and this time the isolation hurt 

the town.  With no railroad, no highway 

and no stage lines, it really had no reason 

to exist.  As a result, Antelope began to 

slide toward ghostdom.  By 1960 some 

sources called it one of Oregon’s best 

known ghost towns, which in 1980 could 

only muster 39 people.  

 

 
 

In July 1981, fame arrived on a two-

edged sword yielded by Bhagwan Shree 

Rajneesh, a charismatic Indian 

guru/mystic.  He and several thousand of 

his devotees overpowered the tiny local 

population and established a religious-

utopian commune called Rajneeshpuram.  

It was located 18 miles southeast of 

Antelope on the Big Muddy Ranch, and 

had all the amenities needed for 

independent life.  It had its own post 

office, airstrip and a sewage treatment  
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plant, and in April 1982, it incorporated 

as a city.  Some of Rajneesh’s followers 

also lived in Antelope, deeply affecting 

the politics and economics of the nearly 

dead town.  They petitioned to change 

the historic century-old name of 

Antelope, and on September 18, 1984, a 

referendum was held.  The voters spoke 

- 57 to 22 in favor of amending the city 

charter to change the name to 

Rajneesh. Even so, the post office name 

did not change. 

 

A media frenzy erupted and litigation 

ensued.  The newsworthy 

“unpleasantness” created a furor, and 

Rajneesh found himself on the wrong 

side of US immigration laws and was 

returned to India.  His commune quickly 

disbanded and the Rajneeshees 

disappeared.  Just a little over a year 

after the name change, another 

referendum was held on November 6, 

1985.  The citizens of Rajneesh voted to 

restore the name back to Antelope.  

That vote passed unanimously, 34-0.  

However, during this entire period, the 

Post Office name never changed!  

 

 

 

 

Sometime after abandonment, most of 

the commune was destroyed by a major 

brush fire.  The site was purchased by a 

Christian organization called Young Life, 

who then redeveloped the old 

ranch/commune into an active youth 

camp known as the Washington Family 

Ranch. 

 

Even though the early 1980s media 

frenzy has died out, the steadfastness 

of the original residents, who were 

overrun during the Rajneesh era, has not 

been forgotten.  At the post office 

flagpole, a plaque states simply:  

“Dedicated to those of this community 
who throughout the Rajneesh invasion 
and occupation of 1981-1985 resisted 
and remembered." 

 

 
 

Most of the businesses have closed, and 

empty storefronts line the main street.  

Even so, the post office still operates - 

from a modern modular building next 

door to the old Shell station.  Some of 

the buildings that remain include that 

gas station, the combined Antelope 

Garage/Union 76 station/Antelope 

Mercantile, school and the newspaper 

office. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Hidden deep in Oregon’s back side, quiet little Antelope and its dedicated 

core of 46 residents may hear the ghosts knocking loudly at the front 

door, but so far, they haven’t answered the door! 

 

        
 

 

LOCATION 
SITE NAME ELEV. LATITUDE LONGITUDE TOWNSHIP/RANGE 

Antelope 

(original site) 

2818’ 44.9262376  

44° 55’ 34” N 

-120.6955946 

120° 41’ 44” W 

S-Ctr Sec 28, T7S, R17E, WM   

(Willamette Meridian & Base Line) 

Antelope 

(present site) 

2654’ 44.9106819 

44° 54’ 38” N 

-120.7228173 

120° 43’ 22” W 

SW¼ Sec 32, T7S, R17E /  

NW¼ Sec 5, T8S, R17E, WM 

Antelope Cemetery 

(present) 

2680’ 44.9151264 

44° 54’ 54” N 

-120.7178173 

120° 43’ 04” W 

SW¼ Sec 32, T7S, R17E, WM  

Rajaneeshpuram  

(Muddy Ranch) 

1575’ 44.8326294 

44° 49’ 57” N 

-120.4850286 

120° 29’ 06” W 

NE¼ Sec 31, NW¼ Sec 32, T8S, R19E, WM  

 

 

This was our Ghost Town of the Month for August 2014 
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Visit Ghost Town USA’s OREGON Ghost Town Pages 
 

* * * 

 

Also visit: Ghost Town USA’s 

  
Home Page | Site Map | Ghost Town Listings | On-the-Road Again  

Photo Gallery | Treasure Legends 

CURRENT Ghost Town of the Month | PAST Ghost Towns of the Month 

Ghost Towner's Code of Ethics | Publications | Genealogy | License Plate Collecting 

  

A few LINKS to outside webpages: 
Ghost Towns | Treasure Hunting | License Plate Collecting | Genealogy 

  
*** 

  

Contact us at 

gbspubs@gmail.com   
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