THE HEARST PUBLIC CEMETERY (THE RIVERSIDE CEMETERY) by Ernie Bies

Detail from Plan of the Town site of Hearst, Compiled by W. F. Weaver, O.L.S. 1936

The Hearst Cemetery Committee was formed in about 1916 by five Hearst residents. The
committee approached the Crown Land agent and requested that a ten acre parcel of land on the
eastern outskirts of the town be reserved for a cemetery. The Department of Lands and Forests
made the reservation and said they would make a free grant for a public cemetery on payment of
a nominal patent fee of $5.00 and submission of a survey plan. Two survey plans were submitted
in 1921, the second of which showed that part of the 10 acre reservation had been subdivided
into cemetery plots and in some bodies were buried. The Provincial Board of Health gave its
approval in the summer of 1922. Following that, the Arrow Land and Logging Company made
an application for a sawmill site immediately east of the proposed cemetery lands. There was an
encroachment on the cemetery lands by about 132 feet, but not over the specially selected plots
shown on their plan where some bodies were already interred. The cemetery
committee consented, by letter, to the leasing of this 132 foot strip to the
sawmill operators with the condition that it revert to and become part and
parcel of the cemetery lands proper at the termination of the sawmill lease.

The chairman of the cemetery committee was R.A. Douglas and the Secretary
was Harry E. Powell, (pictured on right), a well known builder in Hearst who
would later serve as Post Master and Mayor. In a letter dated January 23, 1923,
Presbyterian minister Reverend Joseph Irwin expressed concerns to Ontario Premier Ernest
Charles Drury that the newly incorporated town of Hearst was now in the hands of men who
might put commercial interests ahead of those of the Public Cemetery. In a letter dated February




14, 1923 Premier Drury assured Rev. Irwin that the rights of the cemetery committee would be
fully respected if they followed the recommendations made by Beniah Bowman, Minister of
Lands and Forests. This was detailed in the Bowman-Drury memo of February 12, 1923.

On June 1%, 1923, the 9.8 acre parcel of land, just east of First Street, was patented to the Hearst
Public Cemetery Committee and is still in use today. On November 7™, 1923, a licence of
occupation, No0.1120, was granted to the Arrow Land and Logging Company for the
approximately 16 acre parcel to the west, bounded by the cemetery on the west, a 66 foot road
allowance along the Mattawishkwia River on the south and east, and by the railway on the
north. Both of these parcels were surveyed by J. Lanning, O.L.S. in 1923. Levesque Lumber
relocated their operations from Ritchie and Kabina to a new sawmill operation on the Arrow
Lands in Hearst in 1963 where they operated for the next three decades before going out of
business. Currently the property is being used by Tembec Industries as a lumber drying plant.

Now known as the Riverside Cemetery, many of Hearst’s pioneers rest there. What sets the
Riverside Cemetery apart from others is the record of the diversity of cultures that made up this
G ' =& town of ours. English, French, Scottish, Irish, First Nations,
Finn, Slovak, Yugoslav, Bulgarian, Russian, Chinese and
German are just some of the nations represented here forever.
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The stories of many pioneers, some tragic, can be found in the 2009 book, Clayton’s Kids,
Pioneer families of Hearst Public School. An excerpt from a story, written by Judy Halme
Tanguay, describes hardships faced by her grandparents, Herbert and Minnie Bryant, who were
early pioneers of Wyborn.

“Life was hard and farming was a struggle. On a cold, snowy Friday in October 1920, their
thirteen-month-old son, Harold, died. Herbert built a small coffin, and Minnie lined it with her
silk slip, and they carried their small son in a horse-drawn cutter to the Hearst Protestant
cemetery. Here he lies, in an unmarked grave. The following Monday, Minnie gave birth to a
daughter, Rita.”

They dealt with tragedy one day and had to carry on the next. Thus was the lot of many of the
pioneers of Hearst but they persevered and the town will soon celebrate its one hundredth year of
incorporation.

The locations of some of the early graves were lost over the years as markers
deteriorated. A large bronze plagque was erected by the town in 2002 which lists
more than 100 names of these lost graves. It is interesting to note that unnamed and
unbaptised babies were allowed to be buried on cemetery grounds. One of these was
“Bubnick Baby Boy”, who died at birth on March 17, 1924. This was the twin
brother of well known local businessman Alex Bubnick. Two other names on the
plaque are early pioneers Nell Woodward (pictured on right) who settled in Hearst
before 1920 and Jenny May Banks (on left) who joined her
husband George in 1921 on their homestead in what was to
become Bradlo.

One lost grave that was not listed on the plaque belongs to Ernie
j MacKenzie. He worked for Driftwood Lands and Timber and
had purchased a farm east of the Jan and Anna Bies property in

. Bradlo. Mackenzie was killed in a railway motor car (speeder)
accident in 1948 and was buried at the Riverside Cemetery.
Unfortunately the location of his grave has become lost over the
years. Following Ernie’s death his brother Eddie took over his farm but moved away shortly
after.

Young Bill Bies was traumatised by attending the funeral but remembers it clearly. Recently,
while visiting the cemetery, Bill advised town officials that he thought the MacKenzie grave site
was plot number 422, adjacent to the graves of Raymond and Elizabeth Fournier.

There are probably others whose stay in Hearst was short and they are remembered by few.
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APPENDIX 1. Ontario Archives file MS 1665, Hearst Cemetery, 1923, letters
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Dear 3ir,-

PORONTO ,
JaN. 26,
1.9 2 3o

1 heve before me your latter of Jene.

23rd, and I am taking the matter up at once &nd -

personally, with the Departnont of Lendg and

Porests. fhen 1 have reccived from them 2

stetenent of the csmse, 1 will reply to yov fur-

there

ROV, JOS. A Irwin,
HIARST, Ontarioe.

Yours very sincerely,
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T0CHTO,
7 iBe 14,
1 J 2 3.

Dear Mr. Irwin,-

1 have teken up the matter of your
letter of Jenuary 23rd with the Minister of Lands
and Porests, and have from him & memorandum which I
think covers the gnestion adequately, & copy of which
I en attaching for your 1n?ormntion.

¥r. Bovmen supgests thet the proper
ecourse for you to teke will be %o get in touch with
the Hesrst ccuetery comuittee and pet sueh sction
tuken =8 will allow the Departmsmt %o desl with the
-ue tion in a s=tigsfactory manner. 1 am personslly
assured by Mr. Bowman that nothine will be rut in
the wey of such =¢tion once ennditions have been
conplied with at your eni. ‘

I sincerzly hope that ou mey be
able to follow the course outlined by the Vinister
and that you mey get such a settlement as will ade-

guately meet your noids.

: Yours very sineerely,
eVe JOBe A Irwin,

H2ARST, Omtario. (()’/ﬂ '/\JL‘/[/{/V;/
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“WNISTER'S of;q

FEB 131923 ‘)I

OFFICE OF THE S
- SRS MINISTER OF LANDS AND FORESTS

RA M for the Honourable kr, Drur rem

I return herewith letter of Rev. Joseph A. Irwin of Hearst,
with respect to the Hearst Public Cemeterye.

In looking into the situation I find the facts as disclosed
are briefly these: Some ssven years ago the Crown Land Agent at
Hearst advised that a Committee of five had selected 2 cemetery plot
for the town, containing ten acres more or less. The Department
thereupon made the ressrvation and stated that it would consider
making a Free Grant for a public Cemetsry on payment of the nominal
Patont fee of $5., and that it was possible a survey would be re-~
gquired to properly desoribe the parcel, and sought information as
to whom the grant should go as the towm was not incorporated.

There the matter rested umtil 1918 when on further ingquiries
the Department pointed out that as there was no corporate body es~-
tablished the Cemetery Act should be followed and certain sections
of the Act applicable to the case were forwarded to the igent.

In 1921 a survaey plan showing how part of the land had been
divided into cemetery plots was received 2nd in March of 1922 an
application was raceived from the Cemetery Oommittee ,duly appointed,
and a ruling was made that the ten acres should be reserved from
disposition for any other purpose until there was made an attempt
towards bringing about an organization under the Cemetery Act.

The Aot requires the assent of the Provincial Board of
Health and that assent was given late this last summer, following
which an application was made for a sawmill site immediately East
of the cometery plot and running over on the plot some 132 feet,
but not near the special lots shown on their plan, into which the
cemetory plot was subdivided. The Ceme tery Committee have given
their consant in the form of a letter to the two-chain strip being
leased to the applicunts for mill site purposes, on condition that
it would revert to and become part and parcel of thé cemstery
lands proper, at the tormination of the sawmill 18asey~ s0 that
the fears ontertained by Mr. Irwin that any danger threatens as
a result of the azction of the Crown is not Justified.

I would suggest that if Mr. Irwin has reasonable grounds
for opposing the action of the Hearst Cemetery Committee he should
immediately take up that matter with the Committee, the Chairman of
which is R. ~. Douglas,and the ' S:cretary H.E.Powell, both of whose
signatures are attachsd to the letter addressed to the Department
on the 22nd January this yesar, endorsing the application of the
applicants for the mill site,

i As the Department has intimated it is guite prepared to
issue Patent to :he Cemetery Committes when proof is filed of its
constituted autho-ity, for the whole ten acres, and then allow the
committee to deal ~ith the saw mill site applicants, or the Depart-
ment would include 'ha extra two-chains in the lease, Of an addi-
tional sixteen aer s to the other applicants for a sawmill site.

Toronto, ?ébrury 12th, 1923. M ;

dinister.,
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En mémoire des défunts qui reposent ici et dont
I'emplacement demeure inconnu.

Alatorma; Matti
Alavo, Patrick

Ville de Hearst
2002

March 28, 1963
December 8, 1960

Anderson, Alfred Christian February 12, 1871

Anderson, John
| Banks, Jeannie May

Bartell, George
{' Bluff, Maria Rebecca
Bosnick, Serge
Boyes, Sarah
Bryant, Harold °
Bubnick, Baby Boy
Chewchuck, Yuzyp
Clarke, Margaret
Connauton, Howard
Delimeau, Desmond
Dercaci, Stephen
Edlund, Anton Eric

Elvrum; Gary Curt Johny

Ferris, Elaine
Frantti, Nick
Fraser,. Thomas
Fuller, Baby Boy
Gecse, Frank
Gluchik; Fred
Graham, Silvey
Graig, Baby Boy
Grillo, Duille

4 Haiggblom, John

§ Hakala; Antti
Hakala, Mrs.-and Baby
Hansen, Ronald
Hautala, Juho William
Heikkonew,-Jaakko
Hendrickson, William
Hopiavuori, John
Hughie, Beatrice
Hunt; Susan .
Innese; Joseph'.
Iserhoff, John
Jelineau, Baby Girl
Jung, Jim
Kaskisalo, Aarne
Kekkonen, Yrja
Kemppi, Antti
Keoskinen, John
Kokko, Sam

Koski, Nestor
Koskinen, Emil
Koskinen, Martha
Kovaluoma, Antoni
Kralcik, Sylvester
Kranye, Bronko
Krock, John

Kruut, Erick
Laasko, Aksel
Lahti, Silja

September 25, 1962
August 13, 1958

.February 28, 1972

February 25, 1948
March 27, 1952
August 3, 1960
October 8, 1920
March 17, 1924
October 21, 1957
July 24, 1959
February 25, 1972

January 27, 1972
August 1849

June 18, 1957
December 4; 1963
October 20, 1957
September 20, 1947
April 13, 1960
November 14, 1968
May 15, 1954

July 17,1965
September 25, 1960
1973

May 15, 1969
September 17, 1951

©1929

September 13, 1963
September 6, 1972
July 20, 1948

May. 1958

October 10, 1947
December 27, 1958
October 3, 1953
March 24, 1967

July 7, 1958
May 22, 1964
September 20, 1964

1960

September 6, 1961
February 17, 1953
September-11, 1959
October 9, 1949
May 5, 1961
Januar

November 18, 1950
November 12, 1963
May 26, 1958
Ocfober 9, 1873
March 27, 1959
June 16, 1966

VERSIDE CEMETE

APPENDIX 2. Riverside Cemetery Bronze Plaque (2002) listing unmarked graves.

In commemoration of deceased resting here, in
locations that remain unknown.

Town of Hearst

Laplante, George Louis
Leino, John
Leppikangas, Jonas
Leppiniemi, Juho
Levshov, llljsa
Liljebek

Linden, Elvira
Linden, Sven
Loukaskorpi, Johannes
Lucyk, John

Macko, Paul
MaclLachlan, Robert
Maheux, Elsie
Marshall, Bertha
Marshall, Isabelle
Martin, Bab(N
McKennan, William
McMillan, James
Mokrey, William
Moore, Baby
Morency, Alphonse
Morin, Adonias
Nelson, Siegfrid
Nevalainen, Matti
Nevampaa, Emil
Norbacka, Yrjo
Norris, Francis
O'cushing, Ruby
Pajala, Arvi
Pakkala, Matti
Pallonen, Oscar
Paradis, Leandre
Parkman, Jocelin Mary
Pierce, Reginald
Puckalo, William
Purchur;, Michael
Rowland, Alber§
Ruben, Arthur
Saari, Miika

Smith, John "Jack"®
Suszyna, Nicholas
Sutherland, Elizabeth
Sutherland, Sada Dawn
Swenson, John
Szczesniak, Jan
Travers, Baby Boy
Trowsse, Alfred
Urho, Antti
Utriainen, Pekka
Véaha, Arvi
Vapalanahti, Vaito
Viitanen, Antti
Waha, John Enrick
Weaver, Vernon
Wheldon, John
Woodward, Nellie
Yatsuk, Andrew

December 13, 1961
February 8, 1958
March 1, 1967
February 2, 1961
October 6, 1972
1933

January 5, 1955
January 8, 1948
January 26, 1973
July 1, 1954
March 6, 1947
July 29, 1948
1935

October 1938
1939

May 12, 1951

May 20, 1959

July 7, 1956
December 23, 1971
May 25, 1958
March 13, 1960
October 29, 1963
February 18, 1961
March 12, 1959
November 4, 1966
September 6, 1961
February 3, 1960
July 13, 1979
October 3, 1957
May 31, 1967

July 16, 1859
June 1, 1967
January 4, 1978
December 19, 1960
April 12, 1953
March 31, 1959
April 9, 1959
November 19, 1969
October 12, 1950
June 4, 1952

July 5, 1980
February 13, 1982
Februdry 22, 1981
September 21, 1862
August 13, 1969
October 4, 1960
July 28, 1958
February 7, 1967
February 28, 1967
September 11, 1963
November 10, 1960
May 5, 1978
February 24, 1958
November 26, 1969
October 21, 1958
January 25, 1948
February 4, 1967
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